OUTOFDARKNESS
The Great Vigil of Easter

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
The people gather in front of the church. Those who prefer to wait inside may.
People gather around the re; after which the Presider addresses the people in these words:

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life,
the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.
For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing God’s Word and celebrating God’s Sacraments,
we share in Christ’s victory over death.
The Presider blesses the new re, saying

Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new re, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires,
that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Paschal Candle is then blessed and lighted from the newly kindled re. The Presider, bearing the Paschal Candle,
leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing, each time at a higher pitch
Presider:

People:

Candles distributed to members of the congregation are lighted from the Paschal Candle at this time.
The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand.

T H E E X S U LT ET
Cantor

People

Cantor

People
God
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The cantor continues...
Cantor

People

The Liturgy of the Word
The Presider introduces the Scripture readings with these words

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, and of the saving of God’s people in ages past;
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
The people sit.

THE FIRST LESS ON

The Story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:2

THE RESPONSE

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
Catherine Cameron; Holy Manna

T H E G R E AT V I G I L O F E A ST E R
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After the Reading, a priest says

Let us pray.
Silence

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SECOND LESSON

Israel's Deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Music: Rory Cooney

After the Reading, a priest says

Let us pray.
Silence

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered your chosen
people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of salvation for all: Grant that all the peoples of
the earth may know your liberating love and be numbered among your children; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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THE THIRD LESSON

The Valley of Dry Bones
Ezekiel 37: 1-14

THE RESPONSE

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit
Spiritual

After the Reading, a priest says

Let us pray.
Silence

Almighty God, who turns our hearts from stone to esh and brings new life to bone-dry lives: breathe
your Holy Spirit through us that we may be a sign of hope to a weary world; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE FOURTH LESS ON

The Gathering of God's People
Zephaniah 3:14-20

fl
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THE RESPONSE

With Sweetest Music
Adam Tice; Resignation

After the Reading, a priest says

Let us pray.
Silence

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the e ectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan
of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up,
and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

T H E G R E AT V I G I L O F E A ST E R
ff
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The Presider rst addresses the people in these words, all standing

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with
him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn
promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve
God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

T H E R E N E WA L O F B A P T I S M A L V OW S
Do you reaﬃrm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Presider
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He su ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci ed, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider
People

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,
whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
People
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Presider

Let us now pray for strength to persevere in our renewed commitment to Christ.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions as the people gather around the altar and font
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Celebrant

All
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Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open our hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill us with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep us in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach us to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send us into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring us to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and for ever.
Amen.

T H E G R E AT V I G I L O F E A ST E R

T H A N K S G I V I N G O V E R T H E W AT E R
The Celebrant blesses the water, rst saying
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.
Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.
In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection.
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son,
we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant dips the Paschal candle into the water three times

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who are sprinkled
with it as a reminder of their Baptism may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Presider exhales breath in the form of a cross into the water, and splashes the blessed water to the compass points.
The Presider concludes the Renewal of Baptismal Vows with the following Collect.

O God, by the abundance of your grace you unfailingly increase the number of your children: Look with favor upon
those you have chosen to be members of your Church, that, having been born again in Baptism, they may be granted a glorious resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.Amen.
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The First Eucharist of Easter
T H E E A S T E R A C C L A M AT I O N
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE GLORIA

The church is illuminated; people extinguish their candles. Bells are rung during the singing of the Gloria.
The Priests sprinkle the People with the blessed water as a reminder of their own baptism.

Music: Robert Powell
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T H E C O L L E C T O F T H E D AY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Presider
People
Presider

People

THE EPISTLE

Romans 6:3-11

After the reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

People

All stand.

T H E G R E AT A L L E LU I A

THE GOSPEL

Celtic Alleluia
Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker

Luke 24:1-12

A Priest reads the Gospel, rst saying

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

People

After the Gospel, the Priest says

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

People

THE SERMON
THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Presider
People

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

fi
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T H E O F F E R T O R Y H Y M N • 1 92THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE

This Joyful Eastertide
VREUCHTEN
George R. Woodward; Vruechten
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Text: 67 67 with refrain; George R. Woodward, 1848–1934, alt. Music: Oudaen’s David’s Psalmen, 1685, alt.

T H E G R E AT T H A N K S G I V I N G : Eucharistic Prayer C
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,
and blessed us with memory, reason and skill.
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust;
and we turned against one another.
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Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return.
Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to ful ll your Law,
to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope,
to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
(sung by all)

Celebrant

Music: William Mathias

And so, Lord, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took the bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said,
“Take, eat. This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

fi

fi
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People

Remembering now his work of redemption, and o ering to you this sacri ce of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
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Celebrant

People
Celebrant

Lord God of our Forebears: God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses; God of Sarah, Miriam,
Deborah, and Hannah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at
work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only,
and not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, O God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, your church gives honor, glory and worship, from generation to generation.
Ken Canedo and Bob Hurd

Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM

All are invited to receive communion.

These are the gifts of God, and we are the people of God.
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Jack Warren Burnam

ALLELUIA, CHRIST IS RISEN

THE COMMUNION SONG

Tony Alonso
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Alleluia, Christ is Risen
Tony Alonso
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THE COMMUNION ANTHEM

O Morn of Beauty
Jean Sibelius
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All stand

T H E P R AY E R A F T E R C O M M U N I O N
Presider
All

Steven Shakespeare

Let us pray.
May we who have been fed at Wisdom’s table
take her welcome out to where tables are reserved and doors are closed;
May the Spirit drive us to break our bread on the altar of the world. Amen.

THE BLESSING
THE CLOSING HYMN

Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Easter Hymn

THE DISMISSAL
Assisting Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

T H E P O S T LU D E
As we celebrate the new life of resurrection and in our baptism, we invite you to the font
to bless yourself, your friends, and/or family with Holy Water before leaving the church.
Please stay for sparkling beverages after the service.
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