The people enter in silence.

H o l y D ar k n e s s ,
Blessed Night

All stand.

THE OPENING SENTENCES
All

Blessed be our God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Leader

Let us pray.

Leader

Silence
Holy and everliving God, look graciously on this your family
for which our Savior Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed,
and to su er death upon the cross; and grant us to grow into the fullness of
new life in Christ who now is alive and glori ed with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Were You There

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS
F AT H E R , F O R G I V E T H E M ; F O R T H E Y K N OW N O T W H AT T H E Y D O
John 19:1-16a

A S S U R E D LY , I S AY T O YO U , T O D AY YO U W I L L B E W I T H M E I N P A R A D I S E
The Peace of Wild Things
Wendell Berry

When despair grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting for their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON
A mother should not have to bury their child. My daughter could be your daughter, your niece, your
granddaughter, your cousin. I don’t need your sympathy. I don’t need you to feel sorry for me. I just need
you to have empathy. Put yourself in my shoes. What would you do? What would you want done?
-Nyisha Beemon, whose 18-year-old daughter, Jaya Beemon, was shot and killed in a shooting
at a convenience store in February 2020

If the grieving mothers, who know each other’s pain can come together and cry with each other, while
crying out please don’t make someone else feel like us. Please stop the crime, I don’t want revenge for my
child’s death, I want peace so that I can live in peace and maybe we can make some di erence if not all.”
-Octavia Miller in a letter to the Chicago Tribune

MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?
Psalm 22
The Refrain is sung by all:

GOOD FRIDAY
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It sounds so vulnerable to me, so human, something a child would ask of a parent “may I have some water,
please – I’m thirsty and I trust you to take care of me.” Something so fundamental and basic to any living
creature. Something so life-giving, life-saving.
It feels like his last cry of being human, his last attempt to be seen as simply a person in pain. It reminds me
that he walked among us, shared joy and felt love, felt pain like we do, experienced moments of comfort. It’s
feels like his last cry of connection to the known world, even a world that has just treated him so cruelly.
At the same time, he uplifts us with this very human request. Jon Meacham links it to the Holy Eucharist,
“do this in remembrance of me”:
When the people of God thirst, we turn to the altar and to the words of institution that Jesus used at the Last
Supper, creating an act of remembrance…Jesus thirsted and was given a bit of vinegary wine. We thirst and we
are given everything. He su ered that we might be saved. He died that we might live. - from “The Hope of Glory”

IT IS FINISHED
John 19:16b-34

F AT H E R , I N T O T H Y H A N D S I C O M M E N D M Y S P I R I T
Adoramus Te Christe

THE SOLEMN COLLECTS
The solemn collects may be prayed kneeling, standing, or seated as any are able.
Leader

Dear People of God: Our loving God sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the
world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin
and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. We pray, therefore, for people everywhere
according to their needs.

All

Let us pray for the holy catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; for all those who meet in
homes on these holy days, for those isolated due to illness or age, that all your people might be one.
Silence

Leader

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and
sancti ed: Receive our supplications and prayers which we o er before you for all members of your holy
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Ame .

All

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, for all nations at war, especially Ukraine and
Russia, and for those to whom their care is entrusted. That by God's help they may seek justice and
truth, and live in peace and concord.
Silence

Leader

Gracious God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom those who
take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase, until the earth is
lled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Let us pray for all who su er and are a icted in body or in mind; For the hungry and the homeless,
the destitute and the oppressed. For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled. For those in
loneliness, fear, and anguish. For those who face temptation, doubt, sel shness, and despair. For all
a ected by COVID-19. For the sorrowful and bereaved. For prisoners and captives, and those in
mortal danger. May God in mercy comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of God’s
unconditional love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.

All

Silence
Leader

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who su er: Let the cry of those in misery
and need come to you, that they may nd your mercy present with them in all their a ictions; and give us,
we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who su ered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Ame .

All

Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who have
departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God
alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the
crown of life in the day of resurrection.
Silence

Leader

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and
sacred mystery; by the e ectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation;
let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Ame .

T H E C L O S I N G P R AY E R
Leader

All

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between your
judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and
rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for
with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

CALL TO THE CROSS

Behold the Wood
Dan Schutte

T H E M E D I TAT I O N O N T H E C R O S S O F J E S U S
Leader
All

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
It is an ancient practice on Good Friday to spend time in prayer and in close proximity with a cross.
We invite you, as you desire, to approach the cross, remain seated, or depart in silence.

Please spend as much time as you would like with the image of the cross before entering this night of fasting and rest.
GOOD FRIDAY
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Music used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-704768.

ff

ff

n

ff

4

